STELLA TOWn BOARD Minutes

October 14, 2014
5 PM

Present: Dave Brunette, Chair; Supervisors Deb Polinski and Bob Goodin, Clerk Jean Fish, Kathy Baker, Treasurer 

Town resident, Al Ring
	Chair Dave Brunette called the meeting to order at 5 PM.  Quorum Present for the Town Board Meeting. Meeting noticed on the three town bulletin boards and also on the town website www.tn.stella.wi.gov/
Minutes were distributed for the Board’s review and approval. A Motion to accept the October minutes as distributed was made by Supervisor Deb Polinski and seconded by Supervisor Bob Goodin, Motion carried.

	Treasurer’s Report
Updates by Chair and 

Supervisors

· Old Business:
· New Business
· New Business cont.


	The Treasurer, K. Baker, gave a report of the town’s revenue and expense accounts for the month ending Sept. 30, 2014.  A motion was made by Supervisor Deb Polinski, seconded by Chair Dave Brunette, to approve the 9/30/14 Treasurer’s report as read. Motion carried.
Suprv. Goodin followed up on discussions from last month’s Town Board Meeting
regarding attempting to whether the O.C. Conservationist had stopped to look at the town access to Snowden Lake and if any changes need to be made to update the area. Also what requirements must be me t for this area to be improved. The Conservationist had not come out to Snowden Lk. yet, so this topic will have to be placed on hold until Spring.  

Supervisor Goodin stated he has called Greg Oettinger several times about finishing the guard rails on Stella Lake Road this month yet. Oettinger says he has the materials ordered and he plans on completing the work soon.  As soon as he gets the guard rail up, we can get the shoulder work done.  Bob will continue to follow up on this by giving Oettinger Excavating another call.  Bob talked to Pitlik about an area needing patching on Spring Drive.  He said it will cost approximately $1200.  Supervisor Goodin picked up an application for a bridge grant for work on Lilac Lane.  He would also suggest putting a new 6’ culvert on Rasmusson Road and widening the road a bit.  He will pick up the paperwork for applying for a grant for this project also.  Bob filled the Board in on the two patching projects we hope to get completed before the heavy snow arrives.  Pitlik & Wick had the low bid for both projects which were under $25,000 each and therefore called for two or more written bids. They are both patching/graveling projects on Camp Bryn Afton Road.  One is to place 355 CY of road gravel to raise roadway 10” for proper drainage.  Length of project is 487’ on Camp Bryn Afton Road. The second project is 220’ in length, placing 45 CY of road gravel in this area.  Pitlik will also place 3’ wide gravel shoulders after paving. Work is to be completed yet this Fall.  A motion was made by Chair Brunette, seconded by Supervisor Polinski, that we try to get both of these projects, which are on opposite ends of Camp Bryn Afton Road, completed in the next month, if the weather holds up.  Both projects will be cost less than $25,000 each.  All ayes, Motion carried.
Reminder - December 6th is the date for the Stella Christmas party for the township.  As always, the residents of the Town of Gagen will also be invited.

Bob said he attended the Oneida County Board meeting. They are discussing a request from the Nicolet ATV club to allow ATV/UTVs to use the stretch of road from Lakeshore Dr. to Hwy. C to Woodland to Limber Lost Road.  He was the only person from the Nicolet ATV club who attended.  No decision was made at this time.  Bob is now working on landowner agreements for this snowmobiling season.

Bob said WPS has asked that the Town put up some protective covering over their gas meters, as one was broken.  Bob will speak to Stella resident, B. Eades, regarding this project.

The November 11th meeting will be the Annual Public Budget Meeting in which the public is invited to review and ask questions regarding the 2015 proposed town budget. 

· Following the public hearing, will be the Special Town Meeting of Electors to approve the proposed highway expenditures for 2015, which will include any Reserve Fund money needed in that year for road work. 

· Approve the 2014 tax levy, to be paid in 2015.

· To approve the proposed salary increase of the newly elected Town Board beginning in April 2015 (after Spring Election).

The regular November Town Board meeting will be held at the close of the Special Meeting.  Agenda is posted.
Suprv. Goodin summarized the fire and first responder calls for last month.  This will be an agenda item on the agendas of future meetings.  
Supervisor Deb Polinski said she had contacted several contractors regarding fixing the lighting in the town hall. Deb Polinski suggested that the ceiling tiles also be replaced at the same time.  A general discussion took place at the last meeting to upgrade the town hall.  Deb will get written quotes from several electric/lighting vendors from the area to follow up.  
After discussion regarding most of the towns hiring a professional accountant to do the Town’s annual financial report, a motion was made by Chair Brunette, seconded by Supervisor Polinski, that we hire a professional accountant, recommended by the Town Clerk, to do the Annual Town’s Financial Report TC. 
Further discussion focused on information from the Town Clerk that the Election in April of 2015 will include the Town elected officials.  In order to change the salary for the incoming elected Board, the Town Board must do it before January of 2015, so they are not voting on their own salary.  After discussion of options regarding a dollar amount , a percentage increase, or a contribution to retirement accounts, a motion was made by Supervisor Polinski, seconded by Chair Brunette, that an increase of $50/mo. be made to the elected officials 457 Nationwide Acct. towards retirement.  Also that the Treasurer and Town Clerk positions be paid the same amount, as are the two Supervisors. 
Invoices were reviewed and approved for payment.  


	Submitted by:  Jean Fish
Town Clerk
	A motion to adjourn at 6:20 PM was made by Suprv. Goodin, seconded by Suprv. D. Polinski.
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