STELLA annual town meeting
April 16, 2013
5 PM
Present:  Chair David Brunette, Supervisor Bob Goodin, Supervisor Deb Polinski, Clerk J. Fish, Treasurer K. Baker
Absent:  
Citizens Present:  There were approximately 33 citizens at the meeting to express concerns and ask questions

about the proposed draft of an ATV/UTV ordinance in the Town of Stella. Copies of the proposed draft and copies 

of the WI Statute pertaining to ATV/UTVs was available as a handout.. 

	David Brunette, Town Chair, called the meeting to order at 5 PM.  A Board quorum was present. This Annual Town Meeting notice was published as a class 2 legal notice in the Hodag Shopper and Our Town as the town has not designated any paper as their legal paper.  The notice was also posted on the 3 town bulletin boards and on the town website www.tn.stella.wi.gov/
Minutes from the March monthly board meeting were distributed and reviewed by the Board. A Motion to accept the minutes as distributed was made by Bob Goodin, seconded by D. Polinski, Motion carried.  Invoices were reviewed and authorized for payment by the Stella Town Board.

	Treasurer’s Report for fiscal year 2012
ATV/UTV Proposed Ordinance--DRAFT
Minutes submitted by:

Jean Fish, Town Clerk
	As required, the Treasurer gave a report of the town’s revenue and expense accounts for the 2012 fiscal year.  A motion was made by Deb Polinski, seconded by Bob Goodin, to approve the Treasurer’s report, Motion carried.
Chair Brunette reminded the audience that the Annual Town Meeting does not require a preset agenda and items may be raised from the floor. Any resulting vote or advice is only advisory to the Town Board and not binding.  It is a good opportunity for the community to express their pros and cons to the proposed ATV/UTV ordinance.
Supervisor R. Goodin summarized what research has been done in cooperation with the Three Lakes ATV/UTV Club, who just recently passed their ATV ordinance in January of this year.  Three members of the club (Mark Kirby, Lisa and Joe Kwaterski) were in attendance to provide information and answer questions about the process.  They are also working with other town boards to create ATV routes that would provide access to and from the Town of Three Lakes and Forest County routes.   
In addition, R. Goodin brought more survey sheets to the meeting for those that wanted to indicate their support or express concerns  in writing about  the proposed ATV/UTV ordinance. The surveys are due by May 7th at 5 PM (May Town Board Meeting). 
Several questions were asked regarding costs to the town if we allowed ATVs/UTVs to use town roads.  
· D. Kraus asked how much the signage would cost the Town of Stella.  R. Goodin said he estimated the signs to be about $1500.  However, before this meeting the representatives from Three Lakes Nicolet ATV Club told R. Goodin that their club would be willing to help us set up fund raisers to pay for the signs.  Also residents have already volunteered to do the labor involved with setting up the signs.  Therefore, in long run, we would probably have no cost for this phase.  The ordinance, if approved, cannot go into effect until the signage has been completed on the town roads.
· R. Kraus asked about the need for additional town insurance.  Mark Kirby of the Three Lakes ATV club addressed this.  The town would not need any extra insurance.  The liablility for town roads is already covered under the town’s general insurance.  
· A. Ring asked which town roads we were thinking about including in this ordinance.  R. Goodin said we are including all town roads.  A. Ring suggested that people might come out from Rhinelander to run our roads, which might create a nuisance.   R. Goodin stated since Stella does not have any connecting roads or trails to other townships and no businesses, this doesn’t look like it will be a problem.   Right now we have town residents riding the roads illegally.  We want to make it legal for these people to ride.  He stated that once the newness wears off, he doesn’t think we will have any more road use by ATVs than we have now.  Mark Kirby, Three Lakes ATV club, said with their ordinance they have opened up roads that provide access to and from Forest County routes, which will increase business in and around Three Lakes.  They are also attending another town meeting this evening in the Town of Washington.  There are three specific roads in this township that would provide access to and from the Town of Three Lakes as well as Forest County routes.  R. Goodin added that right now ATV/UTVs have out numbered snowmobile sales.  This is a popular sport.  If the Town of Stella ATV/UTV ordinance is passed, he suggested that interested ATV riders join the Three Lakes ATV club.  Their membership has climbed to nearly 200.  Eventually they hope to have club volunteers monitor the trails.  If someone abuses the system, it can be addressed by the club.  Also the ATV/UTV ordinance will be re-evaluated on an annual basis for needed changes.
· Parking area for vehicles and trailers was discussed.  Although this has not been discussed since we are would not be link to other townships, the town hall parking lot might be an option in the future.  The Sportsmen Service Center has been identified as a public parking area, which is only 10-15 miles from Stella and a link to trails in Three Lakes.  R. Kraus stated he could not think of one link from Stella to Three Lakes or Monico. Right now that is correct.  Mark Kirby said the Three Lakes club is working on this now. A great way to start is opening up roads for neighbors to ride to and from.  We don’t want to use roads that are snowmobile trails.  As we keep working on this, we are going to find land owners that will eventually let us use their lands.  If you see someone riding an ATVon the town roads right now, you can call the Oneida County sheriff and they will come out and ticket the offender.  R. Goodin stated the approved ordinance would be sent to the DNR and the County Sheriff Dept.  J. Adams asked what practical purpose does opening the roads in Stella have.  OC Sheriff’s Dept. is going to do enforcement out here, same as we do for snowmobiles and boats.  Riders would be restricted to the pavement on town roads.  County roads (i.e. Hwy. C) are not included in this ordinance.  Oneida County does not let you ride on the shoulder.  Mark Kirby stated it is in the works of the DNR plan but may take 3-6 years.  R. Goodin stated this ordinance would make it legal to travel on town roads from one residence to another.  
· R. Kraus asked about other requirements such as speed limits and liability for drivers.  Drivers in cars would have the same liability as they have now when they have to slow down for walkers, bikers, etc.  The reason for opening up all roads is because of the law that you can’t drive your ATV to get to a road that is open.  You are allowed to do this now with a snowmobile, but not an ATV.   It was also brought up that if you own two pieces of land that are not connected you can not drive legally on the road to go from one to the next.  

· Supervisor D. Polinski asked for a show of hands of those in attendance who are in favor of the ATV/UTV ordinance and of those who are against the ordinance.  There were 25 people in favor of the ATV/UTV ordinance and 8 against the ordinance, which is approximately 75% of those in attendance in favor of the ordinance and 25% against it.

· Further consideration will be given to the written survey that has been distributed throughout the town.  The survey is due by 5 PM on May 7, 2013.  The proposed ordinance is also posted on the town website with feedback to the Town Clerk available by link.  This topic will be on the May Town Board meeting for further discussion and action. 

Adjourned 6:06 PM
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