	Stella Town Board Minutes
Dec. 4, 2008
	Tuesday, 12/04/08

	
	

	
	Town Hall

	Meeting called by:
	Chair Dave Brunette
	Type of meeting:
	Monthly Town Board Meeting 


	Officials Present:  Dave Brunette, Town Chair; Deb Polinski, Supervisor; Bob Goodin, Supervisor; Jean Fish, Clerk; Kathy Baker, Treasurer, Guest – Todd Anderson, Up North  Assessments, LLC
Citizens Present: J. Finnan


	Topic
	Presenter
	Action/Discussion

	This meeting was called as three separate meetings:  Public Budget Hearing at 5:30 PM; Special Town Meeting immediately following the close of the Budget Hearing; and, the regular December Town Board Meeting immediately following the close of the Special Town Meeting to set the 2008 Tax Levy.
Annual Budget Hearing 2008  Chair Brunette called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  Agenda properly posted with times noted.

	J. Fish, Town Clerk distributed the budget document detailing the town budget for the past several years and the proposed 2009 budget.  

	
	Discussion was held on various line items.  A few minor changes were made to the line items.  The town is currently under a 2% tax levy “freeze” and, therefore was limited to a total budget increase of $2,679.  The proposed annual budget will require a tax levy of $11.39/per $1000 of valuation for K-12 property owners and $8.67/per $1000 of valuation for Three Lakes School Dist. property owners.  Last year’s levy was $11.66/ per $1000 and $8.66/ per $1000 respectively. MOTION MADE BY D. POLINSKI, SECONDED BY R. GOODIN TO APPROVE THE 2009 ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF STELLA WITH THE MINOR CHANGES AS INDICATED.  ALL AYE, MOTION CARRIED. 

	Chair Brunette moved to adjourn the Budget Hearing, seconded by D. Polinski at approximately 6:00 PM.  Motion carried.     
Special Town Meeting

	Chair Brunette called the Special Town Meeting to order at 6:15 PM

	· Approve the 2008 town tax levy to be paid in 2009 pursuant to Sec. 60.10 (1)(a) of WI Statutes.


	
	MOTION WAS MADE BY D. POLINSKI, SECONDED BY D. BRUNETTE, TO APPROVE THE TOWN TAX LEVY OF $11.39 PER $1000 OF VALUATION FOR K-12 DISTRICT AND $8.67 PER $1000 OF VALUATION FOR THREE LKS. DISTRICT.  MOTION CARRIED.

	Chair Brunette moved to adjourn the Special Town Meeting at 6:30 PM, Seconded by D. Polinski, Motion Carried

	Regular December Town Board Meeting

Chair Brunette called the Regular Monthly Town Board Meeting to order at 6:30 PM

	Minutes of November 2008

Bd. Mtg.

Treasurer’s Report

Old Business:

· UUpdates by Supervisors/Chair on written quotes by vendors for replacing windows and door in Town Hall.

· RReview request from Oettinger Excavating to run sewer line under Camp Bryn Afton Rd. for Camp Horseshoe.  

· UUpdate on Fire Dept. Construction project
· RReview and act on contract for City of Rhinelander to provide one and two-family dwelling inspections for the Town of Stella.

· RReview proposals received for Assessor services for the Town of Stella 
	
	Motion to approve the minutes as distributed by D. 

Polinski, seconded by R. Goodin, motion carried.

K. Baker gave the Treasurer’s Report indicating the balance in all accounts as of 11/30/08.  A motion was made by D. Polinski, seconded by R. Goodin to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried.

R. Goodin reported that he had received three written quotes from vendors- J. Finnan, S. Eades, and N. Zastrow. Bob Goodin stated that some changes have been suggested that might make some difference in the quotes so in fairness to all vendors, he would like to table this item until the January meeting.  R. Goodin moved that Supervisor D. Polinski and Chair Brunette inspect the three quotes received for replacing the town hall windows and west door to determine if the proposals meet the specifications desired by the Town Board and come back to the Board with recommendations.  All aye, motion carried.
A motion was made by D. Brunette, seconded by D. Polinski to grant permission from the town to run the line under the town road provided Mr. Oettinger or Camp Horseshoe repair or replace any blacktop or road shoulder damage that may occur during excavation subject to inspection from the Town Board.  Motion carried.
Item table until January meeting.
A motion was made by D. Brunette, seconded by D. Polinski to approve the City of Rhinelander Fire Dept. to provide building inspections of one and two-family dwellings in the Town of Stella for the fee as stated in the contract.  Motion carried.

J. Fish indicated the board had received 5 proposals for assessor services to the Town of Stella.  All proposals were opened and read aloud.  After reviewing prices, location of assessor services, credentials, insurance, and other requirements as indicated in the RFP, the Board felt that the proposal from Up North Assessments, LLC out of Wausau, WI met their expectations.  Assessor Todd Anderson currently has the Town of Little Rice in Oneida County, so he is already working with the Oneida County Tax Listing Office and familiar with their requirements including submission of electronic records. Mr. Anderson, who was present at the town meeting, answered questions from the Board.  A motion was made by D. Polinski, seconded by D. Brunette, that the Stella Town Board accept the proposal for assessment services from Up North Assessments, LLC pending a positive reference check from the Town of  Little Rice.  All aye, Motion carried.  The Clerk will contact the Town Clerk of Little Rice for the reference.  


	· gSuprv. R. Goodin gave an update on the stray dogs and cats taken to the city dog pound.  
	
	The last dog owners were billed for the trip to the pound and recovery of fees was successful.  Now that the fees are much higher due to mileage charged by the dog pound for animal pickup, it was agreed that the animal’s owner should reimburse the town for the fees charged, rather than the taxpayer.  
	

	
	
	
	


There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by R. Goodin, seconded by D. Polinski.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.
Jean Fish, Town Clerk

1

